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1. Introduction- the Plagiarism Continuum
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3. Assignment 1- Poetry Paper
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5. Assignment Design Strategies

The Plagiarism Continuum: Where do you want your students to be?
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Plagiarism

Plagiarism Questionnaire- University of Connecticut, 2001- Fall
Moira Casey and Stephanie Roach 
Plagiarism Questionnaire- 

Students: This is an anonymous questionnaire, designed to help teachers and students avoid having problems with plagiarism in the future. Please be honest; your responses are completely anonymous and will only be used for program research. Also, please feel free to explain any of your answers in longer form on the front or back of this questionnaire. 

1. What do you think plagiarism is? Define it in your own words. 

A few popular variations:

- using someone’s ideas as your own

- using someone’s words as your own

- using words and/or ideas as your own

- using something not your own without citing

- taking credit for work that is not yours

- copying someone else’s work or ideas

2. Which of these examples constitute plagiarism? Circle all that apply.

a. Taking a student paper off of the Internet and presenting it as your own: 587 out of 594 (98.8%)

b. Taking a piece of professional writing off of the Internet and presenting it as your own: 593 (99.8%)

c. Failing to document researched information: 498 (83.8%)

d. Using material in your paper that came from course lecture notes without crediting the lecturer: 238 (40%)

e. Using ideas generated from conversations with other people without crediting those people. 123 (every student who circled e, circled all of these examples) (20.7%)

f. Using a few paragraphs of general background material taken from a source without documenting the source: 460 (77.4%)

g. Using someone else’s exact wording in your essay without using quotation marks and appropriate documentation: 563 (94.8%)

3. Have you ever knowingly committed plagiarism? 

 Yes- 168 (28.3%)

 No- 426 (71.7%)

Some qualifications: 

“everyone has because in life no idea is original”

“ I have taken ideas but reworded them”

“have restated ideas but that is writing one’s own paper”

4. Have you ever seriously considered plagiarizing?

Yes- 203 (34.2%)

No- 365 (61.4%)

5. If you knowingly committed plagiarism, or seriously considered it, what were you thinking when you did? In other words, what motivated (or might have motivated) you to plagiarize? Circle all that apply.

a. Time constraints/deadlines

272 (45.8%)

b. Lack of ideas

237 (39.9%)

c. Lack of understanding of the assignment

166 (27.9%)

d. Lack of interest in the topic

170 (28.6%)

e. Desire for a better grade than you felt you could achieve without plagiarizing

128 (21.5%)

f. Lack of respect for the course or the instructor

35 (5.9%)

g. Other- please explain briefly

25 (4.2) 

Responses: 

Didn’t understand topic

Lazy

Apathetic

Resent having to take English

Personal Crisis

It’s easier

Complex topic better stated by someone else

Didn’t know it was wrong

Didn’t record sources

Half of paper would be in quotes

Never thought it was a big deal

Couldn’t paraphrase it

Somebody already said it with the words I was going to use

Didn’t understand the information

Needed to get my ideas going

What I found in research resemble my original hypothesis

From “College Composition at Miami” 2003-2004 v.56
Intentional and Accidental Plagiarism
Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of another person’s writing or of his or her words, ideas, or facts, and it is not acceptable in any University setting.

Defining Plagiarism
You are plagiarizing when, in quoting phrases, sentences, or paragraphs, you fail to use quotation marks (or for longer passages and block indentation) or when you fail to identify the source of each quotation, giving the author, work, place and date of publication, and page number, or URL from the Internet.

You are plagiarizing when, in restating borrowed material in your own words or in summarizing or expanding source material in such a way that quotation marks are not required, you fail to identify the source of each borrowing, giving the author, work, place and date of publication, and page number, or URL from the Internet.

You are plagiarizing when, in taking from another writer ideas or facts that cannot be considered common knowledge, you fail to identify the source of each borrowing, giving the author, work, place and date of publication, and page number, or URL from the Internet.

You are plagiarizing when, without acknowledgement, you submit as your own a paper written wholly or in part by some other person. You must not claim as your own the words, ideas, facts, or plan of organization of another person, or an anonymous source such as the Internet. 

You are plagiarizing when you use material written by you in high school or for another class and turn it in as work written for your writing course. This is sometimes referred to as self-plagiarism- it is one’s own material, but it was not produced as part of the writing class and can be considered a form of cheating. The purpose of Miami writing courses is to engage you in the act of writing and revision, not simply the production of finished papers. By recycling earlier work, you avoid a major component of the course. 

Because writing can be a collaborative or cooperative act, inexperienced writers can be confused about the difference between collaboration and plagiarism. If you have any questions or doubts about that difference, you should talk to your instructor. Any help you receive in writing a paper, whether it is quoted material from an established author or an idea or plan from a friend, must be acknowledge.

Penalties for Plagiarism
The minimum penalty that the instructor and the department chair must impose for plagiarism in any project, paper, quiz, or examination is failure for the particular portion of the course. This failure may be the letter grade of “F” or the numerical grade of zero. The medium range penalty the instructor and the chair may impose shall be the grade of “F” in the course. The maximum penalty the instructor and the chair may impose us the grade of “F” in the course and the appending of “AD” (Academic Dishonesty) on the student’s transcript. And in every case, a letter reporting the student’s act of plagiarism is sent to the Provost, the Dean of the Division in which he/she is enrolled, the Dean of the Division in which the infraction occurred, the Dean of Students, and the Registrar. The letter will include the student’s name, identification number, brief details of the case, the penalty imposed, and acknowledgement of the student’s right to appeal. If a second letter reporting plagiarism appears in the students file, a hearing for suspension from the University will occur. 

When there is evidence of a high degree of premeditation, as when a student submits a paper as original that was purchased from a business engaged in selling papers or a paper copied from the WWW, the English Department additionally will recommend that the University Disciplinary Board consider suspending the student from the University.

A student who in any way cooperates with another student in plagiarism is equally guilty and subject to comparable penalties. 

In cases involving mitigating circumstances, the department chair-with the instructors recommendations- may reduce the above penalties.

For possible additional penalty, the instructor or the department chair may request that a case of academic dishonesty be heard by the University Disciplinary Board.

University policy on academic dishonesty and the student’s right to appeal are described in “Undergraduate Academic Regulations” Part V, “Academic Misconduct” Sections 501-507 of the Miami Bulletin Student Handbook, 2003-2004

In addition, Student Conduct Regulations, Part I, Section 102, forbids dishonesty in any form, including “Intentionally furnishing false information or omitting relevant or necessary information to gain a benefit, to injure or to defraud.” A lie to an instructor with the intention of improving a grade would fall under this prohibition.
Assignment 1- Poetry Paper

[Students choose a poem to present to the class. During the presentation, they read the poem out loud, discuss the content, meaning and language in the poem, and present the questions that they still have about the poem after working with it.]

Write a 3-4 page essay about the poem you presented to the class and describe how you may have made meaning from the poem. This discussion can be in the form of a narrative, and it may focus on personal connections you made to the poem as well as more traditional close reading techniques. You may incorporate much of the material from your presentation, including your classmates’ thoughts and reactions. 

Please consider the following questions: 

1. How much originality are we asking the student for?

2. How much imitation are we asking for?
3. Where are some areas for potential plagiarism?
Assignment 2- Policy Paper

For this paper, you will be developing a policy proposal concerning a current problem facing the criminal justice system. Your objective is to propose a feasible solution to a current policy problem and discuss the changes you feel would result if your policy were to be implemented. Your paper should consist of three sections: 1) the current problem, 2) your policy proposal, and 3) changes you expect to occur, i.e. intended and unintended outcomes.

Example issues:
How can we discourage young people from using drugs?

What can we do about prison overcrowding?

Can we control police discretion?

Should we reform the bail system?

How can we make citizens feel more comfortable reporting crimes?

Should victims be involved in the punishment process?

Should capital punishment processes be expedited?

Typical problems with students writing assignments:
1. Procrastination- hit your due dates

2. Plagiarism- cite everything and include it in your bibliography!!

3. Recycled papers- just don’t, with the web it is just as easy for me to find it as it is for you to find it

4. Acceptance of mediocrity- be creative, utilize this as a creative writing process that may eventually turn in to something (you never know where you will end up)

This paper should be a minimum of five (5) pages long. We will be discussing your topics in class on July 11th, so make sure you come to class prepared. Your rough draft is due on July 20th and I will go through them and make comments/suggestions for you to change in order to receive a higher grade. If you want me to look at it again after you make your changes, and before you turn in your final paper, I would be happy to do so. Your final paper is due on August 3rd, NO LATER! This paper is required, if you do not turn in a paper, you will not receive a grade.

Please consider the following questions: 

1. How much originality are we asking the student for?

2. How much imitation are we asking for?
3. Where are some areas for potential plagiarism?
Possible Assignment-Design Strategies for Preventing Plagiarism:

1. Build steps (“scaffolding”) into an assignment and have students turn in those steps to you.  This will help students manage their time as well as keep you updated on their progress.  Have students turn in rough drafts, annotated bibliographies, outlines, proposals, etc. 

2. Allow students some choice in the topic so that they can write about something that interests them.  Try to prevent last-minute topic changes, though.

3. Have students use unconventional or highly individualized/localized research methods – interviewing friends and family, observing behaviors of students on campus, researching local community issues.

4. Have students do shorter writing assignments early on in the semester so you can get a sense of their writing style well before a longer research paper is due.  You can also then have the students use these shorter writing assignments as sources of ideas for the longer research paper.  

5. Make the parameters and the goals of the assignment clear: Can students collaborate?  Is research required, restricted, optional?  What kinds of research are they permitted or required to do?  What are the students supposed to learn from the assignment: how to do research, specific content, critical thinking, etc.?

6. Teach the research process (this may vary among disciplines) and relevant documentation styles. Provide and review a sample bibliography.

7. Allow and encourage students to develop paper topics or research questions that arise from the discussions in that particular class.  Or, include an element of the assignment that asks students to incorporate the class discussions.  

8. Have students write a short reflective essay about the research process that they will turn in with the longer assignment (this can be done in class on the day the papers are due).  Ask students about research problems they ran into, how they located their sources, and any other relevant research issues.

9. Avoid using the same assignments from semester to semester, if possible.

10. Provide a larger audience for student work than just you, the instructor.

For more on these suggestions and additional information on plagiarism, go to: http://www.virtualsalt.com/antiplag.htm 
Feel free to contact Moira Casey at caseyme@muohio.edu or Alana Yoder at yoderal@muohio.edu for further information. 
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