BIS 201:  Introduction to Integrative Studies

BIS 201, Introduction to Integrative Studies, is the first of three required integrative seminars that are the core of the Bachelor of Integrative Studies degree program. Throughout the BIS seminars, students will be asked to link ideas and domains that are not typically or easily connected; connect knowledge from multiple sources and fields; apply theory to practice in various settings; utilize diverse and even contradictory points of view; and understand issues and positions contextually. The emphasis shifts from self in BIS 201 to others in BIS 301 to product/outcome in BIS 401.  

The BIS 201 seminar supports students as they embark on the multidisciplinary path, providing an overview of the BIS degree, and is grounded in what it means to learn in an integrative fashion. In BIS 201, students are introduced to the integrative educational processes needed to build and focus learning throughout the multidisciplinary BIS program. Self will be emphasized to help students better understand how they make meaning while exploring their educational and career interests as contributors to the world. Students explore their own epistemologies while practicing strategies to meaningfully integrate various disciplines, work experience, and community life. 

BIS 201 utilizes an inquiry-based learning approach to help students connect their own values and experiences to multiple contexts. Key questions asked throughout the course include: What is integrative learning? Why intentionally use integrative thinking and actions? Where am I in my own learning? Where am I going/what is my purpose? How does my purpose connect with the common good? How can my BIS program be relevant to my current or future career? Where am I going with my current educational plan?

A significant component of the BIS 201 seminar is an extended inquiry based on an open-ended question that involves a response from two or more disciplines. The instructor constructs the inquiry so as to broaden and deepen students’ perspectives and involve them in an extended process of exploration, analysis and integration. 

In this course, each student will develop a personalized curricular path for their BIS program, with advising support from the course faculty member, as part of a required Statement of Educational Objectives (SEO) to be approved by the BIS Curriculum Committee. Students will also be begin the process of reflection upon and evaluation of their own learning throughout the BIS seminars. 
All of the seminars are communication-intensive, providing students multiple opportunities to practice and develop reading, writing, speaking and listening in support of the course goals and to develop communication competencies.

