English 101

Special Topic: Freedom-Focused Service Learning
Professor Barbara Wallace

Spring 2005, Section 026, T, TH 8:00-9:15, Room 524 Landrum
Department of Literature and Language, NKU

Phone:  (859) 572-1909                                              Office:  536 Founders Hall
E-mail:wallaceb1@nku.edu

Office Hours: T, TH 9:15-10:15 AM 

and by appointment

Course Description
This course will help you become more successful in the writing you will do as a college student and beyond the university.  The course guides you from writing about your personal experiences toward writing that responds to the ideas of others.  You will write and revise many drafts, and you will receive feedback on your writing in workshops and conferences.  

Special Topic: Freedom-Focused Service Learning

Service learning combines the skills of a course with service to the community. Students are encouraged to reflect frequently about the nature of their service and how it connects to academic skills. This course is being taught as a Freedom-Focused Service Learning (FFSL) course, made possible by a Learn and Serve America grant from the Corporation for National and Community Service.  Partners in this effort include NKU’s Institute for Freedom Studies, Literacy in Northern Kentucky, the Literacy Network of Greater Cincinnati, the Covington Independent School District, and the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center.  We will be working with 6th classes at Two Rivers Middle School (TRMS) in Covington, Kentucky.  Our task is to mentor the students, assist them with their school work, and help them create their “Freedom Projects” which will be showcased during the Celebration of Freedom Day.  The goal of this initiative is to help the Covington students improve their reading skills.  In addition, college students will build sustained relationships with them as they learn about the Underground Railroad (UGRR) and the concept of freedom.  This will involve reading Bound for the North Star by Dennis Fradin, assisting them with other reading and writing activities at the school, accompanying them on field trips and/or a campus tour, attending a “kick-off” meeting on Wednesday, September 14, 2005 at TRMS, and participating in the Celebration of Freedom Day on Wednesday, December 7, 2005. You will be required to do 15 hours of community service with the Two Rivers students (a combination of mentoring, tutoring at their school, and spending time with them here on campus, at special events, and on field trips). 
As a requirement for this course, you will write reflection journals. These journals should be presented in duplicate; one copy will be evaluated by the instructor and the other will be given to the Scripps Howard Center for Civic Engagement.  
The goal of this course is to improve your writing, your critical thinking skills, and your sense of civic and social responsibility.
Objectives
This course will give you practice in the following skills:

· Making accurate and insightful observations (from experience, conversation and readings)
· Using the writing process to explain ideas and develop new perspectives
· Writing for a particular audience and purpose

· Creating and organizing ideas

· Reading sources to identify an author’s audience, purpose, claim, reasons, and evidence

· Locating popular sources, evaluating their usefulness, and using them effectively and ethically

· Working successfully in groups to build skills in language and teamwork

· Organizing ideas and evidence according to purpose, audience and tone

· Revising as necessary to improve unity, support
· Working well with diverse groups of people
· Editing and proofreading for a polished final product

Required Materials
Writing and Community Action by Thomas Deans, Longman Publishing. 

A Writer's Reference by Diana Hacker. Keep this book for reference through all your college years. You will need it for ENG 291 and other courses. 
Bound for the North Star by Dennis Fradin (supplied by professor at no cost)

NKU Email Account and Computer Access: Activate your NKU email account in the first week of the semester.  If you want to use a different email account, forward your NKU email to that account.  You will need computer access for reading articles on the Internet, corresponding by email, and word processing all assignments. Computer labs are located throughout the campus. 
WritingCenter
The Writing Center offers you an excellent service. They will assist you, free of charge, with your writing assignments. They can help you create a topic, generate ideas, develop a research strategy, start a draft, revise, and edit. When you go, bring your assignment sheet and any materials you are working on. They are located in the Learning Assistance Center, BEP 230, phone 572-5475, www.nku.edu/~laplearn. Make appointments on line at Tutortrac.
Course Outline 


Short Assignments
Written responses to assignments given by professor 
Writing Projects 
Personal Narrative: A narrative of your experience as a member of a community
Community-based research: An analysis of public education, literacy or poverty in the Northern Kentucky-Cincinnati areas (using newspapers and on-line sources for research)
Persuasion: Expository essay written about public education, literacy or poverty

Capstone Essay:  Reflective essay about the Freedom-Focused Service Learning experience, connecting academic skills with service at Two Rivers Middle School

Presentation Portfolio
FINAL PORTFOLIO: Submitted for your final course grade, this portfolio will include two components: (1) all major writing projects; (2) a cover letter explaining the contents of your portfolio and describing how you have revised your work done during the semester. There is no final exam in this course. 
COURSE POLICIES

Submission of Assignments
Save all work that leads up to an essay (plans, notes, research, drafts, professor’s comments, workshop comments). When you submit an essay, you must include all of these items in a folder to show the process you went through to write the essay. All of these assignments must be submitted on schedule throughout the unit. Neglect of these directions can result in a significant grade reduction or even a failing grade for the essay. To ensure that I receive your work, give me your assignments personally. Never leave an assignment in my mailbox. Keep electronic copies of all your work.

Attendance and Missed/Late Assignments
Attendance is crucial. The service learning component of this class requires a commitment from you to attend class and  all scheduled times at Two Rivers Middle School. Think of this class as your job: you must participate.  The students who you will help at Two Rivers will count on you!   If you do not think you can make this commitment, please drop this class and enroll in a different section.

You are permitted up to three (3) absences without penalty. It is recommended that you save these for illness, emergencies, bad weather, etc. With the fourth absence and every one thereafter, your final course grade will be lowered. If you miss seven or more class periods, you should drop the course. 

Because I wish to respect your privacy, I make no distinction between excused and unexcused absences. Lateness and leaving class early may be considered absences. Please arrive on time, stay for the entire period, and resist the temptation to begin packing belongings before class is over. If you must leave early, please let me know before class begins.
Except in pre-approved situations, assignments missed due to absence or lateness may not be made up or accepted late. You are responsible for any information you miss. If a student misses class and submits the assignment to the instructor's office or mailbox, it is considered late. Plan ahead for computer malfunctions; do not wait until the last moment to complete or print an assignment. You are responsible for the safe, on-time delivery of assignments, so I urge you to submit them to me personally in class and keep electronic copies.
 
Course Grades:

Portfolios
This course will be conducted on the Portfolio Method. When each essay is due, you will put it in a folder with all supporting materials. This is called a Working Portfolio. You will submit each working portfolio to me for a reading, but it will not receive a grade. I will give you written comments, and/or you and I will meet in conference to discuss the draft so you can improve it. Your final essay grade will be determined by the quality of the final revision.  Note: students must complete the final revision of each essay before beginning the next essay.  
Short Assignments
Short assignments will include written responses to readings, quizzes, workshop responses, process writing, and any other daily or weekly work. Short assignments will not be accepted late, nor can any of them be made up at the end of the semester if they are missed. They will be graded as Meeting Expectations (check) or Not Meeting Expectations (check-minus). 
Service
You will be graded on your on the quality and amount of the service you do with TRMS students.
Computation of Course Grade
4 major essays


70 %

10 reflection journals 

10 %

Short Assignments 

 5 %
15 hours of service

15 %


Attendance, participation, and overall engagement with the course will determine borderline grades. 

Work Load 
The class is structured to allow you in-class time to work on your essays; therefore, you will have ample time to spend on service outside of class.  Please see me if you have concerns about the work load/time commitment for this class.
Incompletes
A student may receive an "I" only in serious, documented circumstances (e.g., medical emergency), and only if he/she has already successfully completed the majority of the course work so that dropping the course would be unreasonable.
GENERAL INFORMATION 
Courtesy
Please turn off pagers and cell phones, and do not send text messages in class. It probably goes without saying, but good classroom manners mean avoiding any inappropriate behavior such as socializing or doing work unrelated to the class. Visitors are welcome, but please inform me ahead of time. If you must bring very young children, please sit near the door so you can leave if they become disruptive. 


Academic Honesty
The work you will do in this course is subject to the Student Honor Code. Academic dishonesty on any major assignment will result in a failing grade for the entire course, no exceptions. Academic dishonesty on any other assignment will result in a substantial reduction of the course grade, or if the situation is substantial or repeated, a failing grade for the course. Academic dishonesty includes:
(1) taking, paraphrasing, or re-writing someone else's work, and submitting it for credit under your name;
(2) submitting the same work for more than one course without professors' approval;
(3) quoting, paraphrasing, or borrowing ideas from a source without fully citing that source;
(4) allowing someone else to write any part of an assignment for you. 
You may have someone else read and comment on a draft. However, to ensure honesty, you should avoid letting them write on your draft, tell you what to write, or edit for you.
Academic Freedom & Responsibility 

You have the right to take reasoned exception to views offered in the classroom. You are also responsible for being respectful and courteous in class discussion and in writing, including your email messages. It is the right thing to do; in addition, showing respect to your audience will make you more persuasive.

Disabilities

If you have any disability that requires special accommodation in the class, please go to Disability Services.  They can give you the verification you need to inform your professors, and they will help you work with your professors in receiving necessary accommodations.  The Disability Services office is located in University Center 320; their phone number is 572-5180.

Important Final Note

By remaining in this section, you are agreeing to the requirements, grading standards, and policies of this course.  In fairness to everyone, all parts of the syllabus apply equally to all students without exception.  I may correct, revise, or amend this syllabus as needs of the entire class dictate.  This syllabus is in accordance with the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities.
Syllabus adapted with permission from Dr. Jonathan Cullick


	
	
	
	


